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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A computerized method of bubble messaging comprising: 
creating a personalized graphical message, the 

personalized graphical message comprising: 
message text; and 

a graphical message shape specification; 

seamlessly sending the personalized graphical message to 
at least one recipient; 

as a result of the personalized graphical message being 
sent, displaying a notification of the personalized graphical 
message; 

in response to recipient interaction with the displayed, 
notification of the personalized graphical message, displaying 
a graphical message open animation that provides a transition 
to a shape specified by the graphical message shape 
specification of the personalized graphical message; and 

displaying the personalized graphical message, the 
displayed personalized graphical message having the shape 
specified by the graphical message shape specification of the 
personalized graphical message. 

2. The computerized method of claim 1, wherein: 
the personalized graphical message further comprises: 

a graphical message iconic shape specification; and 
a graphical message open animation specification; 
displaying the notification of the personalized graphical 
message comprises displaying a graphical message iconic shape 
specified by the graphical message iconic shape specification 
of the personalized graphical message; and 
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displaying the graphical message open animation comprises 
displaying the graphical message open animation specified by 
the graphical message open animation specification of the 
personalized graphical message. 

3. The computerized method of claim 1, wherein: 

the personalized graphical message further comprises a 
sender icon; and 

displaying the personalized graphical message comprises 
displaying the sender icon of the personalized graphical 
message . 

4. The computerized method of claim 1, wherein the 
graphical message shape specification comprises: 

a shape identifier; 
shape dimensions; and 
a shape color scheme. 

5. The computerized method of claim 1, wherein creating 
the personalized graphical message comprises performing at 
least one graphical message edit action as a result of at least 
one user interaction with a bubble message edit graphical user 
interface component . 

6. The computerized method of claim 1, wherein 
seamlessly sending the personalized graphical message to at 
least one recipient comprises sending the personalized 
graphical message to at least one recipient as a result of at 
least one user interaction with a bubble message edit graphical 
user interface component. 
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7. The computerized method of claim 1, wherein 
seamlessly sending the personalized graphical message to at 
least one recipient comprises: 

storing the personalized graphical message in a message 
store; and 

sending said at least one recipient the notification of 
the personalized graphical message. 

8. The computerized method of claim 1, wherein: 
the shape specified by the graphical message shape 

specification comprises a bubble shape; and 

the graphical message open animation comprises visually 
inflating the bubble shape. 

9. The computerized method of claim 1, wherein: 
the shape specified by the graphical message shape 

specification comprises a bubble shape; 

displaying the notification of the personalized graphical 
message comprises displaying an iconic form of the bubble 
shape ; and 

the graphical message open animation comprises visually 
inflating from the iconic form of the bubble shape to the 
bubble shape. 

10. The computerized method of claim 1, wherein: 
displaying the notification of the personalized graphical 

message comprises displaying a wrapped gift; and 

the graphical message open animation comprises visually 
unwrapping the wrapped gift. 

11. The computerized method of claim 1, wherein: 



MS 307449.01 



LVM 225668 



53 

a graphical user interface icon is associated with said at 
least one recipient; and 

creating the personalized graphical ■ message occurs as a 
result of at least one user interaction with the graphical user 
interface icon associated with said at least one recipient. 

12. The computerized method of claim 1, wherein: 

a graphical user interface icon is associated with said at 
least one recipient; and 

displaying the notification of the personalized graphical 
message comprises displaying the notification of the 
personalized graphical message in proximity to the graphical 
user interface icon associated with said at least one 
recipient . 

13. The computerized method of claim 1, wherein creating 
the personalized graphical message comprises retrieving at 
least one default setting. 



14. The computerized method of claim 13, wherein 
retrieving said at least one default setting comprises 
retrieving at least one remote default setting. 

15. The computerized method of claim 1, wherein creating 
the personalized graphical message comprises retrieving at 
least one premium setting. 

16. The computerized method of claim 1, wherein creating 
the personalized graphical message comprises determining at 
least one constrained-random setting, at least one constraint 
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associated with said at least one constrained- random setting 
comprising an aesthetically determined constraint. 

17. The computerized method of claim 1, wherein the 
personalized graphical message is unmodifiable after creation. 

18. The computerized method of claim 1, wherein 
displaying the personalized graphical message comprises 
verifying that the personalized graphical message complies with 
at least one bubble message feature policy. 

19. The computerized method of claim 18, wherein said at 
least one bubble message feature policy comprises a bubble . 
message feature policy inhibiting modification of the 
personalized graphical message. 

20. A computer- readable medium having thereon computer- 
executable instructions for performing the method of claim 1. 

21. A computer-readable medium having thereon computer- 
executable instructions for communicating in a bubble messaging 
mode of communication comprising: 

receiving at least one notification of at least one bubble 
message, each bubble message comprising: 
bubble message text; and 
a bubble message shape specification; 
displaying said at least one notification; and 
in response to user interaction with said at least one 
notification, displaying, for each of at least one of said at 
least one bubble message: 
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a bubble message open animation transitioning to a 
bubble message shape specified by the bubble message shape 
specification of the bubble message; and 

the bubble message, the bubble message having the 
bubble message shape specified by the bubble message shape 
specification of the bubble message. 

22. The computer- readable medium of claim 21, wherein: 
each bubble message further comprises a sender icon 

identifier; and 

displaying the bubble message comprises displaying a 
sender icon identified by the sender icon identifier of the 
bubble message. 

23. The computer- readable medium of claim 21, wherein the 
bubble message shape specification comprises: 

a shape identifier; 
shape dimensions; and 
a shape color scheme. 

24. The computer-readable medium of claim 21, wherein 
each bubble message is unmodif iable . 

25. The computer-readable medium of claim 21, wherein 
displaying the bubble message comprises verifying that the 
bubble message complies with at least one bubble message 
feature policy. 

26. The computer- readable medium of claim 25, wherein 
said at least one bubble message feature policy comprises a 
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bubble message feature policy inhibiting modification of the 
bubble message. 

27. A computerized system, comprising a bubble message 
editor, the bubble message editor configured to, at least: 

create a personalized graphical message, the created 
personalized graphical message comprising: 
message text; and 

a graphical message shape specification, the 
graphical message shape specification specifying a shape of the 
created personalized graphical message when displayed to which 
a graphical message open animation provides a transition in 
response to recipient interaction with a displayed notification 
of the created personalized graphical message; and 

seamlessly send the created personalized graphical message 
to at least one recipient. 

28. The computerized system of claim 27, wherein: 
the created personalized graphical message further 

comprises a sender icon identifier; and 

displaying the created personalized graphical message 
comprises displaying a sender icon identified by the sender 
icon identifier of the created personalized graphical message. 

29. The computerized system of claim 27, wherein the 
graphical message shape specification of the created 
personalized graphical message comprises: 

a shape identifier; 
shape dimensions; and 
a shape color scheme. 
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30. The computerized system of claim 27, wherein the 
created personalized graphical message is unmodifiable after 
creation . 

31. The computerized system of claim 27, wherein 
displaying the created personalized graphical message comprises 
verifying that the created personalized graphical message 
complies with at least one bubble message feature policy. 

32. The computerized system of claim 31, wherein said at 
least one bubble message feature policy comprises a bubble 
message feature policy inhibiting modification of the created 
personalized graphical message. 

33. A computerized system, comprising a bubble message 
viewer, the bubble message viewer configured to, at least: 

display, in response to user interaction with a displayed 
notification of a received personalized graphical message, a 
graphical message open animation that provides a transition to 
a shape specified by a graphical message shape specification of 
the received personalized graphical message, the received 
personalized graphical message comprising: 
message text; and 

the graphical message shape specification; and 
display the received personalized graphical message, the 
received personalized graphical message when displayed having 
the shape specified by the graphical message shape 
specification of the received personalized graphical message. 

34. The computerized system of claim 33, wherein: 
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the received personalized graphical message further 
comprises a sender icon identifier; and 

displaying the received personalized graphical message 
comprises displaying a sender icon identified by the sender 
icon identifier of the received personalized graphical message. 

35. The computerized system of claim 33, wherein the 
graphical message shape specification of the received 
personalized graphical message comprises: 

a shape identifier; 
shape dimensions; and 
a shape color scheme. 

36. The computerized system of claim 33, wherein the 
received personalized graphical message is unmodif iable . 

37. The computerized system of claim 33, wherein 
displaying the received personalized graphical message 
comprises verifying that the received personalized graphical 
message complies with at least one bubble message feature 
policy. 

38. The computerized system of claim 37, wherein said at 
least one bubble message feature policy comprises a bubble 
message feature policy inhibiting modification of the received 
personalized graphical message. 

39. A computer- readable medium having thereon a bubble 
message data structure specifying a bubble message comprising: 

bubble message version data; 
bubble message identification data; 
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bubble message sender data; 

bubble message shape data, the bubble message shape data 
comprising a bubble message shape specification, the bubble 
message shape specification specifying a shape of the bubble 
message when displayed to which a bubble message open animatior 
provides a transition in response to user interaction with a 
displayed notification of the bubble message; and 

bubble message body data, the bubble message body data 
comprising bubble message text. 

40. The computer-readable medium of claim 39, wherein: 
the bubble message sender data comprises a sender icon 

identifier; and 

displaying the bubble message comprises displaying a 
sender icon identified by the sender icon identifier of the 
bubble message sender data. 

41. The computer- readable medium of claim 39, wherein the 
bubble message shape specification of the bubble message shape 
data comprises: 

a shape identifier; 
shape dimensions; and 
a shape color scheme. 

42. The computer- readable medium of claim 39, wherein the 
bubble message is capable of being marked unmodif iable . 

43., The computer- readable medium of claim 39, wherein 
displaying the bubble message comprises verifying that the 
bubble message complies with at least one bubble message 
feature policy. 
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44. The computer-readable medium of claim 43, wherein 
said at least one bubble message feature policy comprises a 
bubble message feature policy inhibiting modification of the 
bubble message. 



